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Brand was originally planned not as a drama, but as
an epic—suggested perhaps by Paludan-Miiller's Adam
Homo i just as its spirit certainly has something of that
writer's great spiritual drama, Ahasverus. Some
sixteen hundred verses of the epic Brand have been
preserved, and were published in 1906, after Ibsen's
death. The composition however proceeded slowly
and with difficulty; but one day, in the summer of
1865,	Ibsen happened to take refuge from the heat
of the sun in St. Peter's, and the idea here suddenly
flashed upon him to write his Brand in dramatic form.
Then, In the course of six months which were spent
mainly at the little town of Ariccia, and writing with
an ease he had not known before, he finished the
drama.
But before it could be published, Ibsen was plunged
once more in despair; for to his hopeless economic
difficulties was added illness, and serious illness.
Fortunately, however, it was the dark hour that
precedes the dawn. Brand was published in March
1866,	and had a success such as Ibsen had not hitherto
known.    No work created such a stir in the North
before, or after, until it was eclipsed by the world-
interest awakened by A Doll's House in 1879.    This
success at once reacted on Ibsen's economic situation,
and that not merely by the large sales.    The hard
heart of the Storting of 1866 at last relented;  his
stipendium was increased to 3,000 kroner, and granted
him for life.
Brand was the right book at the right moment. It
dropped into an age of shallow literature like a
thunderbolt from heaven; it spoke with the holy
earnestness of the old prophets, and stung into life
the religious consciousness of his people. Professor
Herford has aptly compared its effect with that of
Carlyle upon ourselves earlier in the century.1 And
indeed, Ibsen was an awakener who went out, as we
1 Introduction to his translation of "Brand, in Ibsen's Collected Works,
ed. W. Archer, III (London, 1906), p. x.

